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considered this contention an act of bad faith.
Excitement in England rose to a high pitch and
the Gladstone Ministry proposed to withdraw from
the arbitration.

That the tribunal of arbitration did not end in
utter failure was due to the wisdom and courage of
Adams. At his suggestion the five arbitrators
announced on June 19, 1872, that they would not
consider claims for indirect damages, because such
claims did "not constitute, upon the principles of
international law applicable to such cases, good
foundation for an award of compensation, or com-
putations of damages between nations." These
claims dismissed, the arbitrators entered into an
examination of the direct American claims and on
September 14, 1872, decided upon an award of fif-
teen and a half million dollars to the United States.
The Treaty of Washington and the Geneva Tri-
bunal constituted the longest step thus far taken
by any two nations toward the settlement of their
disputes by judicial process.